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In an April 19 communique, the Foreign Ministry denied charges that the government had
obstructed a US investigation into the sale of Israeli-made weapons to Colombian drug traffickers.
The ministry pointed out that US Senate committees and subcommittees are not judiciary
institutions. Consequently, requests by Sen. William Roth (R-Del., ranking representative of the
Governmental Affairs Committee), for assistance were not answered. The communique added
that the senator's requests provided insufficient evidence that an official judicial procedure was
underway. In March, a US Senate subcommittee released a report stating that the Panamanian
government had failed to cooperate in clarifying transactions by the German-Panamanian Bank as
part of an illegal weapons deal between Colombian drug traffickers and two former Israeli army
officers. Attorney General Rogelio Cruz confirmed that he received a request for information by
telephone from US officials pertaining to the case. He added that a telephone conversation is not
an appropriate means for obtaining such information. In a recent letter to former Panamanian
ambassador to the US, Eduardo Vallarino, Sen. Roth asserted that he understood and respected the
requirements concerning Panamanian judicial proceedings and had never suggested that they be
violated. He said the subcommittee was never advised that insufficient evidence had been provided,
nor how failure to follow procedure could be remedied. He added that the US Senate "would still
like to obtain pertinent [bank] registers." (Basic data from ACAN-EFE, 04/19/91)
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